
Hospice News 

SAVE THE DATE 

MAY 

Hike for Hospice  (Sunday, 4th) 

10th Anniversary Celebrations 

Annual Golf Tournament 

SEPTEMBER 

Annual Harvest Gala 

President’s Update 

As I reflect on 2013 and move forward in 2014, I feel inspired by all of 

you who choose to give and share what you can, and by doing so have 

supported Matthews House.  It has been an exciting couple of months 

since our last newsletter. In October we increased bed capacity at our 

Residential Hospice from 2 beds to 4! For the past 6 weeks our beds have 

been full and we have been holding a waitlist of people that need a bed 

immediately. We always knew there was a need in the community for 

this service, the sheer number of referrals attests to that. 

 

It is with sadness that we say goodbye to Annette Jones, CEO of Steven-

son Memorial Hospital—she has been a staunch advocate of Matthews 

House and the programs and services we provide. We wish her well in 

her new position and look forward to meeting and working with the new 

CEO, Jody Levac.  

 

We are excited to be celebrating our 10 year anniversary this coming 
May, along with other events such as Hike for Hospice on the 4th May 
and our Annual Golf Tournament (May date tba). Watch out for more 
details in the next newsletter and on our FaceBook page. 
 
Volunteer numbers for the 2013 calendar year exceeded anything we 
have ever seen… our volunteers gifted 16,274 hours this past year, an 
absolutely PHENOMENAL gift of time.  Thank you to our wonderful vol-

unteers, staff, board and to you our donors—we could not do it with-
out any of you. Thank you for continuing to support our  
organization.  
 
Yours, Marv Chantler 

January 2014 



WAYS TO DONATE 

We couldn`t provide the care we do 

for clients and families without the 

overwhelming support we receive 

from our generous community. Your 

donation makes a huge difference. 

______________________________ 

- Donate online using your credit card 

- Create a monthly deduction from 

your chequing account or credit card 

- Make a one-off donation over the 

phone or in person 

- Make a donation in honour of a 

loved one that died 

- Make a donation in lieu of gifts in 

honour of a special occasion 

- Support or attend a fundraising 

event with your friends 

- Sponsor a hospice client activity or 

program, or special event 

- Leave a gift in your will 

- Donate securities ìn-kind 

______________________________ 

 

`Please accept our heartfelt thanks 

for the kind, compassionate care you 

gave to my husband in his last days. 

We are extremely blessed to have 

had him cared for in your home. 

Everyone—all the nurses, PSWs and 

volunteers made him and our family 

feel cared for and comfortable. We 

will never forget your kindness. 

As a gesture of thanks I have made a 

donation in memory of my husband 

in the hope that it will help provide 

comfort to other families in the days 

to come. 

Thank you from the bottom of our 

hearts.` D.H. 

Government Funding 

Matthews House was recently donated air time by Alliston`s very own radio station 

92.1 MyFM. Through their very generous donation we were able to reach out to 

more people in our local community, making them aware of our programs and ser-

vices and volunteering opportunities. Our Client Services Assistant, Shannon, was 

there to do the recording of the advertisement and her gentle soothing voice trav-

elled over the airways throughout the month of October reminding people of the 

free programs and services available at Matthews House. 

We recently had the opportunity to make a deputation to the Town of New Tecum-
seth regarding funding for the Matthews House Residential Hospice. We introduced 
our comfortable 4 bedroom home through a powerpoint presentation, shared some 
of our most recent accomplishments along with some graphs supporting our fund-
ing request. New Tecumseth is home to significantly more than half of our clients 
and volunteers. Our request was for the Town to provide enough money to pay the 
rent on the second unit we are occupying at Kingsmere, $27,600 a year. Under-
standably, Councillors raised questions about provincial responsibility through Cen-
tral LHIN to fund health care and the inequity that exists in funding hospices.  
 
We were able to offer some hope that resolution of inequitable funding for  
both visiting and residential services provided by Matthews House is under consid-
eration through the new Regional Hospice Palliative Care Program a province wide 
initiative by the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care. There is recognition that 
hospice beds must all receive the same support and that visiting hospice programs 
should have some kind of rational base.  
 
The Town of New Tecumseth has approved $20,000 towards rent for our residence. 
We are very grateful for their support. The Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury will 
also present us with a cheque for $7,200 on February 4, 2014 to be applied to the 
cost of providing  nursing care at the residence. Frank Taylor, Board Secretary 
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Client and Volunteer Events 

92.1 MyFM 

Our annual memorial service, Hope for the Holidays, was a great success this year. 

We had the partnership and support of 3 local funeral homes, Kent`s, Drury`s and 

Abrams, and we went out on a limb and tried a new venue, The Circle Theater in 

Alliston. It was a wonderful leap of faith, the venue was ideal (fabulous) and the 

event was well received by the 70+ people who attended. We hope that this annual 

event will continue to flourish and help those in need of support during the very 

difficult Holiday Season. 

The Circle Theater was in the spotlight again when we returned there for our Holiday 

Season Volunteer Appreciation Event. A large volunteer turnout meant there were 

lots of laughs during the film, National Lampoon`s Christmas Vacation. We munched 

our way through pop and popcorn and many volunteers walked away with wonder-

ful gifts supplied by Royal Doulton (Tanger Outlet), Tim Horton`s and the Turkey 

Farmers of Canada. It was wonderful to spend time socially with our volunteers and 

to be able to thank them in person for the phenomenal support they give us and our 

clients all year round. The Circle Theater staff ensured the night went off without a 

hitch. We can`t wait to do it again next year!  

A big thank you to the funeral homes and businesses in our community for helping 

us make these events memorable for our clients and volunteers. 



`You are such special people. Thank you for helping our mother pass so comfortably. It was just 
how she would have wanted it to be. You will be in our hearts forever.` LW 
 
`Thank you for all your efforts, for all you did for my dad. You kept him comfortable and in an 
environment like home. You are all an amazing gift to us.` R.M. 

The continuing support of our local community enables Matthews House to 

provide FREE OF CHARGE a wide variety of programs and services to care for 

you and your family. Highlighted here… some donations these past 3 months. 

Visit our Facebook page for in-depth coverage of donors, events, fundraising 

activities and news in general. 
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Our Community Supports Their Hospice 



Circle of Friends—palliative support group 

In-Home Client Visiting 

Caregivers Support —in-home and group support  

Bereavement Support—one-on-one and group support 

Chronic Disease Management—group support 

H.U.G.S. (Helping Understanding Grief Sessions) - for children 

Holistic and Wellness Therapies 

Residential Program—dignified, compassionate medical care for clients at 

end of life 

Family Conferences 

Advanced Care Planning 

Navigating the Health Care System 

Education and Community Resource (Library) 

ALL OF OUR PROGRAMS AND SERVICES ARE PROVIDED FREE OF CHARGE 

Programs and Services 
Matthews House Hospice 

OUR BOARD 

Marv Chantler, President 

Steve Aelick, Vice-President 

Frank Taylor, Secretary 

Kathy Black, Treasurer 

Paul Heck 

Rob Holliday 

Kevin Kemp 

Bob Marrs 

Robert Oakes 

Dr. Ted Smith 

Linda Taylor 

Kim Woodland 

STAFF CONTACTS 

Kelly Borg, Director of Hospice Services 

Wendy Graham, Programs Coordinator 

Ludi Cole, Clinical Lead (Residence) 

Olivia Brett, Volunteers Coordinator 

Nancy Eckert, Accounting & Admin Asst. 

Shannon Pride, Client Services Asst. 

Anne Gibson, Programs Asst. 

Lisa Shaler, Office Asst. 

 

Matthews House Hospice 

6028 Highway 89 

P O Box 100600 

Alliston, ON, L9R 0B7 
 

Phone: 705-435-7218 

Fax: 705-435-2755 

Residence 

Phone: 705-250-1561 

Fax: 705-250-1370 

www.matthewshousehospice.ca 

E-mail: info@matthewshousehospice.ca 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Are you interested in volunteering at Hospice, or do you know someone who may be interested? There’s 

many types of volunteer work that can give tremendous satisfaction while helping people in our local 

community. Some examples of volunteer opportunities include working with clients, co-facilitating 

groups, driving, baking, administrative work, joining a committee, manning an event, raising awareness 

through speaking engagements  or working in the community house. Contact Olivia for more information 

on how to join our team! 

 

Your Group Can Help Hospice (and we can help you!) 
If your community, faith or service group, or organization would like a Speaker from Hospice to visit your 

organization to speak about our programs and services or volunteering, please contact Olivia.  

Home Hardware To The Rescue! 

We finally found a new location for 
our Matthews House Trailer. 
Thanks to Mr. Currie at Home 
Hardware in Cookstown we can 
once again display our sign as part 
of our ongoing Awareness Cam-
paign. 


